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By Jeanne Theoharis
To honor the centennial of the birth of 

Rosa Parks on Feb. 4, the United States 
Postal Service issued a Rosa Parks stamp.

Last year, a stone carving of Parks was 
added to the National Cathedral. In 2005, 
she became the first woman and second 
African American to lie in honor in the 
nation’s capital and, through a special act 
of Congress, a statue of her was ordered 
placed in the Capital.

Yet these tributes to Rosa Parks rest on a 
narrow and distorted vision of her legacy. 
As the story goes, a quiet Montgomery, 
Ala., seamstress with a single act challenged 
Southern segregation, catapulted a young 
Martin Luther King Jr. into national 
leadership and ushered in the modern Civil 
Rights Movement.

Parks’ memorialization promotes an 
improbable children’s story of social 
change — one not-angry woman sat down, 
the country was galvanized and structural 
racism was vanquished.

Parks’ Fable Diminishes History of Action
This fable diminishes the extensive 

history of collective action against racial 
injustice and underestimates the widespread 
opposition to the Black Freedom Movement, 
which for decades treated Parks’ political 
activities as “un-American.” Most important, 
it skips over the enduring scourge of 
racial inequality in American society — a 
reality that Parks continued to highlight 
and challenge — and serves contemporary 
political interests that treat racial injustice 
as a thing of the past.

A more thorough accounting of Parks’ 
political life offers a different set of reasons 
for the nation to honor her. Laboring in the 
1940s and 1950s in relative obscurity, Parks 
and her colleague E.D. Nixon were among 
a small group who sought to transform 
Montgomery’s NAACP into a more activist 
branch, determined to register their dissent, 

even if they could deal no significant blow 
to white supremacy.

Her stand led to significant economic 
and personal hardship for her family. In the 
early days of the boycott, both Rosa and her 
husband, Raymond Parks, lost their jobs.

Eight months after the year-long boycott 
ended, still unable to find work, in poor 
health and continuing to face death threats, 
they left Montgomery for Detroit. There she 
did not rest, but joined with new and old comrades 
to fight the racism of her new hometown and 
American society more broadly.

Her Hero—Malcolm X
One of the greatest distortions of the Parks 

fable is the way it portrays her as meek, missing 
the resolute political sensibility that identified 
Malcolm X as her personal hero.

Arriving in Detroit in 1957, she spent 
more than half her life fighting racial 
injustice in the Jim Crow North. Describing 

the city as the “Promised Land that wasn’t,” 
the Parks family lived in the “heart of the 
ghetto” and found racism in Detroit “almost 
as widespread as Montgomery.”

Having volunteered on his upstart political 
campaign, Parks was hired in 1965 by the 
newly elected Rep. John Conyers, Jr., whom 
she helped win his congressional seat, to be 
part of his Detroit staff. There she worked 
on issues such as police brutality, open 
housing, welfare and job discrimination — 
the plagues of Northern racism.

Her long-standing political commitments 
to self-defense, Black history, economic 
justice, police accountability and black 
political empowerment intersected with key 
aspects of the Black Power Movement, and 
she took part in numerous mobilizations in 
the late 1960s and 1970s.

Outrage, Tenacity and Bravery
To the end of her life, Parks continued to 

stress the enduring need for social change, 
reminding Americans “not [to] become 
comfortable with the gains we have 
made in the last 40 years.” That lifetime of 
steadfastness and outrage, tenacity and bravery, 
is what deserves national veneration.

Honoring her legacy means summoning 
similar audacity. It requires acknowledging 
that America is not a post-racial society and 
that the blight of racial and social injustice 
is deep and manifest. It entails a profound 
recommitment to the goals for which she 
spent a lifetime fighting — a criminal justice 
system fair and just to people of color, 
unfettered voting rights, educational access 
and equity, real assistance to the poor, an 
end to U.S. wars of occupation and black 
history in all parts of school curricula.

Finally, it means heeding her words to 
Spelman College students: “Don’t give up, 
and don’t say the movement is dead.”

Black History Acknowledgement
Rosa Parks’ stamp on American history

Rosa Parks’ memorialization promotes an improbable children’s story of social change.
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Senate approves voter ID bill; Democrats disappointed
By L. Vozzella and E. Haines

A GOP-sponsored bill to tighten voter 
identification rules cleared the Senate 
on Friday with help from Republican 
Lt. Gov. Bill Bolling, who also supported 
a Democrat’s amendment to delay the 
change.

But the bill, which originated in the 
House, returned to the lower chamber 
because the Senate amended it. Also 
Friday, a House committee approved a 
separate Senate voter ID bill, which now 
heads to the full House.

Both pieces of legislation — House Bill 
1337 and Senate Bill 1256 — would 
remove several forms of identification, 
including utility bills and paychecks, 
that the General Assembly added last 
year to the list of IDs accepted at the polls. 
SB1256, sponsored by Sen. Mark D. 
Obenshain (R-Harrisonburg), would go 
further, requiring that voters present photo 
identification.

House and Senate Democrats held a joint 
press conference this week in the House 
Briefing Room to oppose the Republican 
bills that they said “will institute 
roadblocks and obstacles to voting for hundreds of thousands” of Virginia 
voters.

“Voting is a fundamental American right. Senate Bill 1256 will make it harder 
for hundreds of thousands of Virginians to vote by forcing them to show 
certain forms of identification,” said Sen. Mamie E. Locke (D-Hampton). 
“It disproportionately affects students, the elderly, low-income, and minority 
voters. Our elections should be free, fair, and accessible. Politicians should not get to rig 
the outcome by rigging the electorate.”

Democrats said the “anti-voting measures are the capstone to a legislative session where 
numerous bipartisan election reform bills to address the massive lines and several hour 
long waits that many Virginia voters experienced in November 2012 were killed 
in Republican controlled committees.”

Bolling, who presides over the Senate and is exploring an independent bid for governor, 
broke two tie votes related to HB1337, which is sponsored by Dels. Mark L. Cole (R-
Spotsylvania) and Rob R. Bell III (R-Albemarle). The lieutenant governor first sided with 
Democrats to delay implementation until July 2014 and further specify that it not take 
effect until money is appropriated to educate voters about the change. But he then voted 
with his party to pass the underlying bill.

Bolling took the same middle-of-the-road stance earlier this month on another voter ID 
bill, which has since died, voting with Democrats on an amendment to delay implementation 
but siding with the GOP to pass the bill itself. He said then that he supports stricter voter 
ID standards but wants to give voters more time to adjust to any changes, particularly 
given that the rules were altered just last year.

Last year, the General Assembly passed a law to close a loophole that had 
allowed Virginians to vote without presenting identification. But the law also 

greatly expanded the list of acceptable IDs 
to include utility bills, bank statements, 
government checks, paychecks, concealed 
weapons permits and student IDs.

Many of those forms of identification 
would be removed under HB1337, 
leaving voter registration cards, 
Soci a l  S e c u r i t y  c a r d s ,  d r i v e r ’s 
l i censes, government-issued IDs and 
photo workplace IDs as forms accepted at 
the polls.

SB1256 would apply a stricter standard, 
requiring that voters present photo 
identif icat ion.  Voters  would need 
a  government-issued photo ID that 
includes their address, such as driver ’s 
license or passport, a photo ID from a 
Virginia college or university, or a 
workplace ID bearing a photo. As part of 
the bill, the commonwealth would provide, 
free of charge, voter registration cards 
with photographs. The current registration 
cards, which do not have photos, would no 
longer be accepted.

Republicans pushing for tighter 
ID standards cited the need to protect the 
integrity of elections. They pointed to an 

undercover 2012 campaign video in which the son of Rep. James P. Moran Jr. (D-Va.) 
can be heard discussing how a utility bill could be used to commit voter fraud. The office 
of Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli II (R) and Arlington police investigated but did not 
charge the congressman’s son, Patrick Moran.

Democrats have called the GOP’s voter ID bills an attempt at “voter suppression,” 
saying the measures would make it harder for minorities, the elderly and students to 
vote.

Gov. Robert F. McDonnell has not taken a position on voter ID legislation 
under consideration this year. He sought last year to blunt criticism that the 
2012 voter ID law would disenfranchise some voters, issuing an executive order that 
elections officials mail new voter ID cards to registered voters across the state.

Asked about this year’s bills Friday, McDonnell’s office issued a statement saying he 
would review any legislation that gets to his desk but also suggesting that he is satisfied 
with the current requirements.

“Following last year’s changes in our voter identification laws to further protect 
the integrity of the electoral process, Virginians turned out in high numbers to 
vote in the presidential election,” McDonnell spokesman Tucker Martin said. 
“It was a successful test of our system. With the expanded acceptable forms of voter 
identification, the instances of citizens having to file provisional ballots were relatively 
minuscule, with only approximately 600 provisional ballots used statewide out of about 
3.8 million votes cast. The system worked as designed to prevent voter fraud, and 
to ensure that registered voters were able to cast their ballots and trust that their vote 
would be counted. The governor believes Virginia’s current system generally has proven 
successful. He will carefully review any legislation passed by the General Assembly on 
this issue.” ©WAPO

State Sen. Mamie Locke
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The history of the Oscars and Black actors

Hattie McDaniel, 1940

Sidney Poitier, 1963

Louis Gossett Jr., 1982

Denzel Washington, 1989

Whoopi Goldberg, 1990

Cuba Gooding Jr., 1996

Denzel Washington, 2001

Halle Berry, 2001

Jamie Foxx, 2004

Morgan Freeman, 2004

Forest Whitaker, 2006

Jennifer Hudson, 2006

Mo’Nique, 2009

Octavia Spencer, 2012

On February 29, 1940, Hattie McDaniel 
became the first African American actor to 
win an Academy Award. The Oscar, for Best 
Supporting Actress, was for her portrayal 
of Mammy in “Gone with the Wind.” 

Since that historic win, the film, the novel 
on which it was based, and McDaniel 
have all been subjects of backlash and 
controversy, especially in regards to how 
Mammy typified racial stereotypes. 
However, McDaniel’s accomplishment 
should not be lost in the controversy. 

On the night she won, McDaniel and her 
escort were seated at a segregated table 
for two, away from her fellow “Gone with 

the Wind” cast members. Two months 
before that Oscar ceremony, McDaniel 
wasn’t allowed to attend the premiere of 
“Gone with the Wind” in Atlanta, GA due 
to Georgia’s segregationist laws. Winning 
an Oscar at that time was an extraordinary 
achievement.

McDaniel’s breakthrough also stands 
out because it would be over twenty years 
before another African American actor 
would take home an Oscar. 

In 1963, Sidney Poitier became the 
first African African to win a Best Actor 
Academy Award. He won 

See “Oscarsˮ on pg. 5
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Black History Day-by-Day: February 21st - 28th
February 21st

• President’s Day.
• Barbara Jordan, first African 

American woman elected to the House of 
Representatives was born on this date in 
1936 in Houston, Texas.

• In 1965, Malcolm X was assassinated 
while speaking at a rally of the 
Organization of Afro-American Unity 
(OAAU) at the Audubon Ballroom in New 
York City.

If you knew him you would know why 
we must honor him: Malcolm was our 
manhood, our living, black manhood! 
That was his meaning to his people. And, 
in honoring him, we honor the best in 
ourselves…let his going from us serve only 
to bring us together, now. And we will know 
him then for what he was and is – a Prince 
– our own black shining Prince! – who 
didn’t hesitate to die, because he loved us 
so.—Ossie Davis’s eulogy for Malcolm X
February 22nd

• George Washington’s birthday.
• The Caribbean island nation of Saint 

Lucia gains independence from the United 
Kingdom in 1979.

• Edward K. Braxton installed Catholic 
Bishop, Lake Charles, LA, 2001.
February 23rd

• William Edward Burghardt DuBois was 
born in Barrington, MA in 1868. DuBois 
was a professor, sociologist, novelist and 
nonfiction writer who made contributions 
in politics, social issues and the arts. 
In 1895, DuBois became the first 
African American to receive a doctorate 
degree from Harvard University. He died 
in 1963 in Ghana, where had had taken up 
citizenship. 

• Louis Stokes born in Cleveland, Ohio 
this day in 1925. He served in the United 
States House of Representatives. He was 
elected to the House in 1968, representing 
the 21st District on Cleveland’s East 

Side. He shifted to the newly created 
11th District, covering much of the 
same area following a 1992 redistricting. 
Stokes served 15 terms in total, retiring in 
1999.

• Frank E. Peterson, Jr. named the first 
Black general in the Marine Corps on this 
date in 1979.

• Carl A. Fisher, SSJ ordained Catholic 
Bishop of Los Angeles, 1987. 
February 25th

• Hirman R. Revels of Mississippi sworn 
in as the first Black U.S. senator and first 
Black representative in Congress on this 
day in 1870.

• Adrienne Mitchell, first African American 
woman to die in combat, Persian Gulf War, 
1991.

• President Lyndon Johnson appoints 

Andrew Brimmer as the first African 
American governor of the Federal Reserve 
Board.

• Elijah Muhammad passes away in 
1975.
February 26th

• Joshua Johnson, portrait painter, born in 
Baltimore, 1770.

• Cassius Clay becomes Muhammad 
Ali in 1964. The boxer changed his name 
after converting to Islam. “I believe 
in the religion of Islam. I believe in 
Allah and in peace…I’m not a Christian 
anymore.”

• At the Grammy Award ceremony in 
1985, African American musicians won 
awards in several categories. Lionel 
Richie’s “Can’t Slow Down” won best 
album of 1984. Tina Turner’s “What’s Love 

Got to Do With It” took the best record slot 
and earned her the title Best Female Pop 

Vocalist. The Pointer Sisters won best pop 
group for “Jump.”
February 27th

• Charlotte Ray, first Black woman lawyer 
graduated Howard University Law School, 
1872.

• Marian Anderson in born in 1902 in 
Philadelphia, PA. She became the first 
African American to perform with the New 
York Metropolitan Opera in 1955.
February 28th

• Shelton J. Fabre ordained Catholic 
Bishop New Orleans, LA 2007.

• Michael Jackson wins 8 Grammy’s in 
1984 for his critically and commercially 
successful album, “Thriller” which still 
remains one of the top grossing albums of 
all time. 

Muhammad Ali and Malcolm X in 1964.

Michael Jackson with his eight Grammy Awards

for his portrayal of Homer Smith in “Lilies 
of the Field.” Later, in 2002, Poitier also 
received a special Oscar for his body of 
work as an actor.

Thirty-Eight Year Gap
Even though Whoopi Goldberg (1990), 

Cuba Gooding, Jr. (1996), Louis Gossett Jr. 
(1982), and Denzel Washington (1989) won 
Best Supporting Oscars, 38 years would go 

by before another African American won 
Best Actor. 

In 2001, Washington won for “Training 
Day.”  The 2001 Oscars turned out to be 
record-breaking for multiple reasons. That 
same year Halle Berry became the first 
African American woman to win the Best 
Actress Oscar. She won for her role as 
Leticia Musgrove in “Monster’s Ball.” 
It was also the first time two African 
Americans took home both Best Acting 
honors.

Since Berry and Washington both took 
home statuettes in 2001, the following 
African American actors have won 
Oscars: Jamie Foxx (Best Actor, 2004, 
“Ray”), Morgan Freeman (Best Supporting 
Actor, 2004 “Million Dollar Baby”), Forest 
Whitaker (Best Actor, 2006, “The Last 
King of Scotland”), Jennifer Hudson (Best 
Supporting Actress, 2006, “Dreamgirls”) 
and Mo’Nique (Best Supporting Actress, 
2009, “Precious”). 

As of 2013, a total of 13 African American 

actors had taken home Academy Awards.  
Two more African American actors were 

nominated for Oscars in 2012. For her role 
as Aibileen Clark in “The Help,” Viola 
Davis was nominated for Best Actress. 
She had a lot of stiff competition and 
Meryl Streep, ended up taking home 
the Oscar. In the Best Supporting 
Actress category, Octavia Spencer 
was nominated, also for “The Help.” 
Spencer took home the Oscar. 

 Oscars from Pg. 4

See “Oscarsˮ on pg. 9
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By Susan L. Taylor
 Six years after I first heard them, the 

statistics still haunt me: Eighty-six percent 
of Black children in the fourth grade read 
and do math below their grade level. Black 
girls between the ages of 15 and 24 
represent the greatest number of new 
HIV infections. Homicide is the leading 
cause of death for our boys. The village 
is on fire! And our love is the saving, 
healing water that legions of our children 
are literally dying for. When we listen we 
hear their cries rising above the flames. 
Their voices carry the incendiary pain and 
humiliation of intergenerational poverty 
that turns dreams to ashes: days of missed 
meals, uncertain safety and poorly resourced 
schools that plenish the pipeline to prison. 
These are among the many grievous 
thefts of potential impoverishing the lives 
of Black children in the land of plenty, a 
land made rich and powerful on the backs 
of our ancestors. And it’s happening on our 
watch.

Attorney General Eric Holder charged a 
national task force with investigating how 
exposure to violence impacts children. 
I attended his December 14 meeting 
at which the culminating findings in 
the Defending Childhood report were 
delivered. The violence that children of this 
nation are subjected to in their homes and 

communities and glamorized in the media 
is relentless and chilling. Expert after 
expert cautioned that exposure to violence 
traumatizes children and that, unresolved, 
those traumas easily lead to deep 
depression and dysfunctional behaviors. 
These socially disruptive behaviors—our 
young people’s cries for help—lead the 
nightly news from coast to coast, rousing 
shame and anxiety. We hold our collective 
breath and pray, Lord, don’t let the crazed 
one be one of us. But the question that 
is never asked and answered is why are 
these young people acting out?  What I 
have come to know in my personal and 
professional life is this: Understanding 
the cause of our pain and taking action to 
address it are crucial to our healing.

With understanding and action, we heal, 
grow and thrive in profound ways. Held 
up proudly, nurtured and supported, we 
have in past generations succeeded despite 
the often dire economic circumstances, 
troubled families and traumas that many 
of us endured coming of age. Who among 
us isn’t carrying some hurt or depression 
or self-sabotaging habit we yet need to 
break?

We are a remarkable species, living at 
an extraordinary time in history, a marvel 
of creation, human and divine. Love is the 
divine aspect of our being. It is restorative 
and healing and elevates everything it 
touches. That’s the promise. Love, God, 
Jehovah, Yahweh, Allah—call It what you 
will. Originating Spirit gave birth to all 
existence. It’s the energy that governs and 
balances all in creation, every cell in every 
living thing. It is the unchanging, unfailing, 
eternal aspect of our being. Spiritual 
awareness inspires the love, walk-on-water 
faith, courage and creativity needed to 
heal everything within us and around us, 
including the damage done to our people 
over the seas and centuries. With love and 
caring we can create the beautiful future we 
want.

Among my baby-boomer peers are 
real-world exemplars of the good that is 
possible when a generation cares and acts 
out of love: We build schools and cultural 
institutions, develop businesses, write 
great books, compose great music and 
create dances that elevate the spirit. The 
generation that inspired me––that inspired 
the creation of Essence and the building of 
other Black institutions––stopped a war, 
moved young people out of gangs and into 
breakfast programs that often gave school 
children the only nutritious meal they had 
each day. We didn’t pull a trigger to settle a 
beef or join gangs to make family. Even if 
our own family was broken, our community 
was whole and stood in the gap. Grownups 
did not fear or neglect the young. They 
loved, protected and corrected us. Today, 
under-resourced Black children have been 
all but discarded.

While there are no people on earth more 
kind, caring and creative than us Black 
folks, a certain world-weariness has crept 
into our days. As a group, we able African 
Americans have half-stepped around 
our moral responsibility to care for “the 
least of these.” We cannot minimize the 
external threats to Black advancement, 
but our greatest challenges are endemic. 
Ours is a spiritual crisis. Our spirit is fed 

by faith and nourished in community. But 
the social bonds that once tied us to one 
another are frayed. We have forgotten 
who we are and what we’re supposed to 
be doing here; forgotten that “we are each 
other’s keeper…each other’s magnitude 
and bond,” as the late, great Pulitzer Prize-
winning poet Gwendolyn Brooks reminded 
us. Like our foreparents, who made 
possible the privileges we now take for 
granted, we must live for a purpose greater 
than the acquisition and accumulation of 
more stuff to stumble over, clutter our path 
and obstruct our vision. The terrain we 
traverse today is not even the rough side of 
the mountain; the rough side is behind us, 
cleared for us by those who came before us. 
We are uniquely positioned among people 
of African descent to make that final assault 
on the summit of our aspirations, if we will 
commit to doing what has become most 
difficult for us as a people: link arms and 
aims, make a plan and get along with one 
another to see it through.

We say that God is love. But love is a 
verb. It requires us to do something, to 
actively care for ourselves and serve one 
another from the overflow. In the image 
and likeness of that Love and caring that 
gives  Itself  away to the world, we can move

Reclaim Black children
6 • Feb. 21 - 27, 2013

See “Black childrenˮ on pg. 7

Susan Taylor
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I have a rule about this month. If it’s 
February, I know that somebody somewhere 
has given an interview or written an article 
declaring America no longer needs Black 
History Month.

And, sure enough, the conservative 
National Review Online of February 4 
has given us the article of one Charles W. 
Cooke. Its title is succinct – “Against Black 
History Month: This month is Black History 
Month. Let’s hope it’s the last.”

That snarky comment is revealing, isn’t 
it? Even if you’re opposed to Black History 
Month, no one would credibly think there’s 
any chance  that this month’s, or next year’s, 
or the year after that’s, or … you get the 
picture … would be the last Black History 
Month American society commemorates?  
It’s not a serious comment, of course, and 
it indicates we’re not going to get a logical 
argument from Cooke.

But then, that’s not entirely Cooke’s 
fault. That’s because there is no logical 
argument against commemorating Black 
History Month. Indeed, now it’s more 
important than ever that we plumb the 
facts and complexities of African American 
history.

Cooke’s article follows the usual scheme 
of the attack on Black History Month. He 
asserts that the undertaking was necessary 
before the 1960s, when de jure and de facto 
segregation ruled the land. Now, however, 
it’s outlived its usefulness and in fact is 
harming the ability of all Americans to gain 
a shared understanding of American history. 
Black History Month should be eliminated 
and the Black American experiences 
should be integrated into schools’ regular 
curriculum. 

This is an argument built on sand. For 

one thing, Cooke cites no actual examples 
of the supposed sins of Black History 
Month – no examples of schools or school 
systems where Black history is taught only 
in February and ignored in the curriculum 
the rest of the year. No examples of 
colleges where Black studies courses 
ignore the impact of the other currents of 
American society. No examples where in 
either elementary and secondary schools or 
colleges there is what he calls the “equally 
absurd” repetitive focus on heroic Black 
figures.

These attacks on Black History Month 
ignore many things: They ignore how 
deeply Black history has already been 
“integrated” into broader examinations of 
American history, as even a cursory perusal 
of popular and scholarly books would 
indicate. They ignore how complex and 
searching explorations of Black history 
have become.

Most of all, they ignore why over the last 
four decades other sub-groups of Americans 
have adopted the “special month” model. 
Cooke does list some of these: Women’s 
History Month, South Asian Heritage 
Month, Asian-Pacific American Heritage 
Month, Haitian Heritage Month, Jewish 
American Heritage Month, Caribbean-
American Heritage Month, National 
Hispanic Heritage Month, National 
American Indian Heritage Month, and 
Alaskan Native Heritage Month.

Revealingly, he merely lists them, ignoring 
the implications of their founding, and the 
fact that, just like Black History Month, 
their establishment was approved by acts 
of Congress, and signed by Republican and 
Democratic presidents. 
Lee A. Daniels

The National CARES Mentoring Movement, 
founded as Essence CARES in the wake 
of Hurricane Katrina, is committed to 
changing this in the now time! Before we 
began our work, there was no national 
infrastructure in place to engage desperately 
needed Black men and women volunteers. 
Operating in nearly 60 U.S. cities under the 
leadership of devoted volunteer community 
leaders, CARES is determined to ensure 
that all Black children needing guidance 
and role models are surrounded by a 
circle of caring, supportive adults who are 
committed to volunteering just one hour a 
week of their time as mentors. Because our 
program evaluators have determined that 
the stress of competing pressures is a major 
factor distracting many African Americans 
and diverting our energies away from 
critically needed engagement in mentoring 
today, CARES is building single-gender 
Wellness Mentoring Circles––safe spaces, 
where mentors share their challenges 
and triumphs, support one another, build 
community among themselves and 
learn to manage stress. When we are 
healthy and whole we’re better equipped 

to support our children. This year, in 
more than a dozen cities, we are piloting 
programs with our partners that undergird 
our children academically, emotionally and 
socially.

To date, CARES has recruited more than 
125,000 mentors for upwards of 135,000 
children. But it’s not enough. So I’m asking 
that you stand in the gap and volunteer an 
hour a week to help guide our young who 
need more caring adults in their lives. 
Our children losing ground need your 
congregation, your block association, your 
friends and family, they need our fraternities 
and sororities to take action. We need all 
hands on deck, and the best way to get others 
to step up is to get engaged ourselves and 
express the joy we feel and the healing that 
occurs when doing God’s work.

You  can  ema i l  me  a t  t ay lo r@
caresmentoring.org or visit our website, 
www.caresmentoring.org, to get connected 
with a local CARES Affiliate. You can also 
start a mentor-recruitment movement in 
your area. Linking arms and aims, we can 
ensure the village that now burns will be 
reborn, phoenix-like, from the ashes, and 
that our children will soar, dreams first, into 
a new day.

 Black children from Pg. 6Black History Month’s Powerful Quesiton 
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Robert L. Johnson, Founder and 
Chairman of The RLJ Companies and 
Tracey E. Edmonds, President and CEO 
of Alright TV, today announced the new 
programming slate of upcoming family 
oriented and faith-friendly content 
developed for the channel created in 
collaboration with YouTube. Alright TV 
will launch on Easter

Sunday, March 31st and will appeal to 
the aspirational and inspirational goals of 
consumers of all ages with buzz-worthy 
comedies, talk, reality, music, and online 
streaming of Sunday church services from 
around the country.

“I am very excited about the launch 
of Alright TV and the broad array of 
diversified producer-generated content 
that has been produced and made available 
through the channel,” said Johnson. 
“Tracey is an award-winning producer and 
I am confident that viewers will enjoy the 
new digital series that she and her team have 
developed featuring well known artists and 
personalities from the faith-based, reality, 
sports and entertainment industries. Alright 
TV’s content and collaboration with 
YouTube represents the spectrum of new 
and exciting opportunities for consumers 
and advertisers,” he concluded. 

“Alright TV is a groundbreaking channel 
that will revolutionize faith friendly content 
viewing and will feature premiere talent 
along with rising stars,” said Edmonds. 
“There has been, and for some time, a 
lack of availability of faith-based, family 
friendly programming on television. Alright 
TV, in collaboration with YouTube’s global 
platform, fills this gap by making the genre 
available to everyone.” She continued, 
“We have incredible talent on board and 
are excited to present our viewers with 
new digital series that offer the best in feel-
good, value based entertainment that will 
both inspire and motivate. I look forward to 

continuing to work with YouTube and our 
outstanding creative team of writers that 
have produced quality entertainment for 
the channel, ultimately creating a lineup 
of some of the best digital offerings that 
consumers will enjoy.” 

Upcoming Alright TV premieres include: 
* Issa Rae, the creative mind behind 

the ground-breaking Internet sensation 
Awkward Black Girl, brings us The Choir, 
a comedic series about the personal, 
spiritual and often controversial dynamics 
of a revered church choir. 

* NFL Hall of Famer Deion Sanders 
debuts two new inspirational reality 
series. In Sports Dads, Sanders comes to 
the rescue to counsel families of sports-
obsessed parents pushing their children 
too hard. He will also produce and star in 
Truth, an inspirational show that will uplift 
and motivate viewers to put a more positive 
outlook into practice. 

* Take Action, produced by 1820 
Productions features Cheryl “Action” 
Jackson transforming the lives of families 
in need. Facing hard hitting economic 

struggles that have impacted the lives of 
families from around the country, Jackson 
and her team bring hope and joy to families 
in need by blessing them with gifts that 
help with everyday family living. 

* Written by Vanessa Middleton, former 
co-executive producer of The Cosby Show, 
Walk This Way is a comedy sketch series 
in which parishioners seek advice from 
their pastor for some of the most unusual 
problems. Series stars Michael Kenneth 
Williams (Boardwalk Empire, The Wire). 

* Ms. Right and Mr. Right are two 
webisode series that explore dating from 
both the male and female perspectives. 
Ms. Right stars DeRay Davis of 21 Jump 
Street and Jumping the Broom and Mr. 
Right stars Kali Hawk of Couples Retreat 
and New Girl both on the search for love 
through a series of blind dates with the most 
undesirable candidates in hopes of finding 
their respective Mr. and Ms. Right. 

* YouTube’s popular comedy trio, The 
Playmakers - Kevin Fredericks, Jason 
Fredericks, and Anthony Davis bring 
faith-friendly comedy with hilarious takes 

on some of the most recognizable church 
related topics. 

* The No-Budget Gourmet, Bravo’s Top 
Chef alum and from the Food Network’s 
Private Chefs of Beverly Hills, Chef Brian 
Hill teaches America how to eat well and 
spend less on meals that will impress. Chef 
Brian is joined by special comedy guests 
each episode. 

* Dr. James Meschino headlines Pure 
Health, an in-depth look at the natural ways 
to approach health and living. 

* Dormtainment features You Tube’s 
super popular 6-man Atlanta comedy 
sketch troop who deliver laugh out loud 
webisodes on the trials and tribulations of 
college and young adult life. 

* Celebrity lifestylist AJ Johnson shows 
viewers how to attain a better mind, body 
and soul in The AJ ZONE. 

* Preach On, Teach On, an amateur 
blog series where rising inspirational 
speakers offer words of encouragement and 
inspiration that empowers. 

* Vurch will live-stream weekly church 
services and sermons of pastors from around 
the country. With its innovative platform 
and national database of devotional and 
worship churches, Vurch features some 
of today’s foremost spiritual leaders such 
as Bishop T.D. Jakes, Reverend Michael 
Beckwith, Bishop Paul S. Morton, and 
Apostle Frederick K. C. Price. 

* Powerful inspirational, theme-based 
messages will be featured with Message 
from the Masters, a collection of teachings 
from pastors of various ministries and well 
known inspirational speakers. 

* In addition to live-streaming weekly 
broadcasts of devotional and worship 
services, Alright TV will feature an array 
of powerful inspirational messages, gospel 
and Christian-themed musical videos on 
demand and ministries from well-known 
speakers and spiritual leaders. 

Alright TV: Faith-friendly and family-oriented programming

Robert Johnson and Tracy Edmonds launch new faith-based YouTube channel

Mentoring—a low-cost, high-returns 
solution—works miracles. In the tradition 
of our ancestors, whether we are rich or 
poor, formally educated or not, and though 
none of our lives is perfect, we can provide 
a protective shield for the children. Done 
well and consistently, mentoring changes 
even the most challenged young lives. 
But when the call goes out for mentors, 
White women and men are the first 
respondents. Black women and men 
too often are not in the mix, while 
the wait lists at youth-serving organizations 

continue to swell with Black children, the 
vast majority of them our beautiful boys, 
waiting….
strategically, creatively toward economic 
and social justice. No obstructions strewn 
in our path will deter or impede us when 
we stand for the high purpose and move 
forward—together. But we’ve got to move. 
We’ve got to push Black leaders to humble 
themselves, allow love, not ego, to lead. 
And if they won’t lead, then they must 
follow and bring their constituents and 
congregants along. Our children cannot 
continue to die outside the temple doors 
while we “praise His holy name” within. We 
are all here on assignment. We honor God 

when caring for our vulnerable young. 
Hands that serve are holier than lips that 
pray.

In January we celebrated the 150th 
anniversary of the signing of the Emancipation 
Proclamation. Just six years before that 
hard-won acknowledgment of our humanity 
on the long march toward freedom, the 
U.S. Supreme Court decided in Dred Scott 
v. Sandford (1857) that African Americans 
were “so far inferior that they had no 
rights which the white man was bound to 
respect.” But Frederick Douglass, even 
in the face of the Dred Scott decision, 
envisioned an end to slavery just down the 
road. If during the most despicable time in 

this nation’s history, a man who was born 
into slavery could lead abolitionists and a 
president to take a stand on the right 
side of history, let us not retreat from 
making the only moral choice before 
us in our time. We have everything we 
need: creativity, connectivity, education, 
resources, access, a history of triumph and 
a pantheon of way-showers. We can learn 
to work together better; choose healthier, 
life-sustaining behaviors; fill our hearts 
with love and gratitude and do this work 
that is ours to do. We can reclaim and 
secure the young lives we abandoned and 
rebuild the village. And we can do it well 
by mentoring.

 Black children from Pg. 7
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Pitt Law School Dean: Affirmative action could soon be eliminated
By Rebecca Nuttall

Many minority students in higher 
education have had to endure the question, 
“Are you here because of affirmative 
action?” William Carter, a University 
of Pittsburgh professor and Dean of the 
School of Law, was one of them.

Affirmative action was created in the 
1960s to address persistent discrimination 
against African Americans and to 
level the playing field after the Civil 
Rights Act was passed to end the Jim 
Crow era, and continues to be used to 
address inequity today.  However, recent 
decisions by the United States Supreme 
Court indicate affirmative action and the 
question asked of Carter and minority 
students throughout the country could 
soon be eliminated.

“What’s going on there is the court 
believes part of its role is maintaining 
social cohesion,” Carter said at a lecture 
for the School of Social Work’s Center on 
Race and Social Problems. “So I believe 
what the court is doing is reinforcing its 

world view. And that world is a post 
racial society.”

In his lecture, as part of the Reed Smith 

Spring 2013 Speaker Series on Jan. 30, 
Carter provided context for Fisher vs. 
University of Texas, an affirmative action 
case challenging admission policies at the 
University of Texas at Austin. Plaintiff 
Abigail Fisher, who is white, is alleging 
racial discrimination because she was 
denied acceptance to the university.

The current case is tied to the 2003 
landmark case Grutter v. Bollinger in which 
the Supreme Court upheld the admissions 
policy of the University of Michigan 
Law School. While college admissions 
policies using quota systems have 
been eliminated, Grutter v. Bollinger was 
upheld because the university was using 
race as one of many factors in considering 
applicants.

The same is true at the University 
of Texas where the top 10 percent 
of applicants are accepted regardless 
of race. While approximately 80 percent 
of applicants are admitted through this 

method, the remaining students are 
chosen based on talents, leadership 
qualities and family circumstances as well 
as race.

Carter believes Fisher v. University of 
Texas will result in a five to three vote 
striking down Texas’ program. This mirrors 
a growing trend opposing affirmative 
action which included the 2012 decisions 
in Oklahoma and New Hampshire to end 
affirmative action in college admissions 
and employment.

“This is a combination of themes that 
some scholars have termed post racialness,” 
Carter said. “That is, we have entered a 
post racial society where these measures 
are unnecessary because we have reached 
equity and counter productive because 
they create division.”

Carter listed statistics illustrating a non-
post racial society. These included the 
poverty rate for people of color being 
higher than that of whites and Black 
families earning two-thirds less than white 
families.

However, opponents of affirmative 
action in higher education admissions, like 
Supreme Court Judge Clarence Thomas, 
use the “mismatch theory” to demonstrate 
that these programs put minority students 
at a disadvantage. They believe accepting 
students to school where they are 
unprepared to thrive will hurt them in the 
long run.

“Part of the assumption is that those 
coming in are perpetually out classed and I 
don’t know if that’s the case,” Carter said. 
“But if all we do is get them here so we 
have more colorful faces in the class, we 
have failed them.”

Carter’s expertise on the issue of 
affirmative action comes from his focus on 
constitutional law, civil rights, international 
human rights, and civil litigation.

DEAN WILLIAM CARTER (Photo by J.L. Martello)

With the two nominations, “The Help 
“became the third film in the Academy’s 
history to feature African American 
nominees for both Best Actress and 
Supporting Actress. The two previous films 
were “The Color Purple” and “Precious.”

Even though more and more actors 
are being recognized for their work, an 
African American director has yet to win 
an Oscar. In fact, only two directors have 

been nominated, John Singleton in 1991 
for “Boyz n the Hood” and Lee Daniels in 
2009 for “Precious.” 

The Oscars are known for being 
notoriously slow to change. It took until 
2010 for a woman, Kathryn Bigelow, to 
win the Oscar for Best Director. 

Looking back at Hattie McDaniel’s 
historic win, during a ceremony where she 
wasn’t allowed to sit with her “Gone With 
the Wind” co-stars, it’s clear to see how the 
Oscars, like American society, has made 
slow, but steady progress over the years. 

 Oscars from Pg. 5
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Kerry Washington must dominant NAACP Image Award winner

What do men want? Manology holds the answer
Ladies, if you’re looking to find or keep 

love, here’s another relationship book for 
you. Rap legend, TV dad and minister Rev. 
Run, who is married, and singer/actor/
author, Tyrese Gibson, who is divorced, 
have joined forces to create a book on 
men and love from their very different 
perspectives. 

That book is “Manology” which has been 
co-signed by such luminaries as Quincy 
Jones, Sanaa Lathan, Iyanla Vanzant, 
Bernice King, Bishop Kenneth C. Ulmer 
and La La and Carmelo Anthony. 

Rev. Run says every man has a season.
It’s not surprise that Rev. Run often comes 

from a Biblical perspective. He and his 
wife Justine have found happiness in their 
marriage by following Biblical principles. 
He says that every man has a season based 
on the scripture in Corinthians 13:11, and 
that if you catch a man in the wrong season, 
i.e. when he’s still in the non-committal 
phase, the relationship won’t work. 
This may be the most valuable piece of 
advice in the book. If a man isn’t ready 
to settle down, even the best woman 
can’t make him do it. If he still wants to 
run around and party and BS, then there’s 
not much any woman can do to slow him 
down.

Tyrese says have patience with a good 

man.
Tyrese says that women need to be more 

patient with their men because if they are, 
they might find that the man will come 
around to become the kind of guy they 
are seeking. He makes sure to exclude 
men who can’t be redeemed like abusers, 
deadbeats and addicts but says sometimes 
women give up too easily.

He has a point, to a point. Tyrese advocates 
patience for women but throughout the 
book, at least from his perspective, the 
burden of holding the relationship together 
is on the woman. For once can there be 
a relationship book geared to men that 
focuses on the things women want out of 
them and how they could improve.

Rev. Run says no sex before marriage, 
but afterwards, both partners should be 
prepared to give it up on demand.

You might have to be a reverend for this 
one. Once again using the Bible as his 
guide, Rev. Run says that men and women 
should wait until marriage to have sex. But 
once they’re married, a man and woman 
should never deny sex to the other. While 
this might seem like sensible advice, it 
seems challenging in practice. What if one 
spouse is running a fever and the other is 
horny? What if one is drunk? Or what if 
someone’s been up all night taking care of 
a sick child and has to go to work in the 
morning? But as sex is a big issue in a lot of 
marriages, maybe Rev. has a point. 

As far as premarital sex is concerned, 
even he knows that’s a tall order for most 
people and amends his directive somewhat 
to ask women especially just to take their 
time.

Tyrese says women need to meet their 

man’s every need; otherwise they’ll try to 
get those needs met by multiple women.

Tyrese admits he’s very needy, and in 
his memoir he discusses his dysfunctional 
childhood, which is probably why. But his 
stated expectation that his woman meet his 
every physical and emotional need would 
be daunting for any one woman. 

Tyrese gives credit to his current (unidentified) 
girlfriend who must have bottomless 
reserves of patience, but for the rest of us, 
his expectations are simply ridiculous. And 
it doesn’t seem as though he believes those 
expectations go both ways.

The most interesting thing about 
“Manology” is the different perspective 
and how honest both men are about their 
shortcomings. But every relationship is 
different and what works for some doesn’t 
work for all. 

Both men are celebrities who have led 
lifestyles that vary from those of regular 
working men and that has had an impact 
on their views and choices. There is some 
good thought-and-discussion-provoking 
information in “Manology,” but at the end 
of the day, you’d do best figuring out how 
to make your own relationship work with 
the individual you’re with. Or to figure out 
how to become a more confident, secure 
person so you can attract the same.

By Kennith Miller
Actress Kerry Washington received the 

ultimate stamp of approval at The 44th 
NAACP Image Awards held at the Shrine 
Auditorium on Feb. 1.

Washington took home the first of three 
honors with the supporting actress in a 
motion picture award for her work in 
“Django Unchained.”

She praised director Quentin Tarantino, 
whose film came under fire for its many 
uses of the n-word. “Thank you for telling 
this story no matter what anyone says,” 
Washington said.

She also received the President’s Award for 
public service, given to her in part because 
of her work on behalf of President Obama. 
Before being presented the honor, she 
was praised for breaking the color 
barrier as the first African American 
woman to star in a primetime drama 
since Diahann Carroll on NBC’s Julia 
35 years ago. Carroll praised the “Scandal” star, 
saying, “I think she’s enjoying one of the 
great moments of her life right now in our 
industry.”

In her third win for the night, Washington 

took home the actress in a drama series 
award for ABC’s “Scandal.”  She thanked 
Disney and ABC for “having the courage” 
to put an African American woman at the 
center of a primetime drama. She called her 
cast and crew family, who all “hold each 
other up.”

The George Lucas-produced Red Tails 
took home the best motion picture award, 
which saw the Star Wars creator joke: 
“Look, I beat Quentin Tarantino.” He 
choked up when thanking the Tuskegee 
Airmen, the group of African-American 
World War II pilots whose story is 

chronicled in the film.
Denzel Washington won best actor in 

a motion picture for “Flight,” and Viola 
Davis took home best actress in a motion 
picture for “Won’t Back Down.” Don 
Cheadle nabbed honors for best actor in a 
comedy series for Showtime’s “House of 
Lies.”

LL Cool J dedicated his drama series 
actor win for NCIS: LA to the late Michael 
Clarke Duncan, who died in September. 
“He was a good man, and I wish his family 
well,” he said.

Sir Sidney Poitier embraced Harry 
Belafonte when presenting him with the 
Spingarn Medal, the NAACP’s highest 
honor. Belafonte used his speech to call 
for social change, asking why the African-
American community remains mute when 
it comes to gun violence.

“The river of blood that floods the streets 
of this nation flow mostly from black 
children,” the 85-year old musician and 
activist said. He called on the community 
to do something, saying “our children” are 
waiting.

Kerry Washington 

See “Image Awardsˮ on pg. 11
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Ask Gwendolyn BainesAsk Gwendolyn Baines
After 10 years, I discovered 
my wife never loved me!

Dear Gwendolyn:
My wife and I have been married for 10 

years.  When we met, she had two boys and 
one girl, all teens. I was living in a group 
home setting and she had her own low-rent 
apartment. We did not live together until 
marriage.  From the beginning, her family 
liked me and her children were respectful.  
We were one big happy family.

This is the problem:  About two years ago, 
I bought her a computer.  She would stay 
on the computer from sunup to sundown.  
When I received a big promotion on my 
job, I told her she didn’t have to work.  
However, buying the computer was a 
mistake.  She apparently got on one of 
those chat lines and met a man.  After 
corresponding with him for over a year, 
she left me.  Then after being gone for 
six months, she begged me to take her 
back – but after three months, she left 
again.

Gwendolyn, I feel she only married me 
to help raise her children.  I was good to 
her.  I purchased for her a house, a car, 
and a truck.  I need for you to explain why 
women mistreat good men.
Ross
Dear Ross:

Let’s not put it so broadly.  All women 
do not mistreat a man.  Before giving you 
my opinion, I think you have part of 
your statement wrong.  From the age 
of her children, she definitely did 
not marry you to become a father 
figure.  The hardest part had already 
been conquered (daycare, clothing, 
food/shelter).

Ross, too often a man falls in love not 
realizing the woman does not feel the 
same. Women have a tendency to marry a 
man they don’t love – in hopes of falling 
in love later.  They follow the advice 
of others instead of following their 
heart.  People are quick to persuade a 
woman to marry a man they consider 
as being a ‘good catch.’  But you 
know…marriage is not like fishing.   
When men are considered a good 
catch, they usually always prove not 
to be worthy and, like a fish, should be 
thrown — back into the water.

Shortly after, a visibly moved Jamie 
Foxx received the entertainer of the year 
award. He  said  he  had prepared a speech 
touting his own accomplishments, but 
that felt foolish in the wake of Belafonte’s 
stirring words.

“After watching and listening to Harry 
Belafonte speak, somehow I feel like I 
failed a little bit in being caught up in what 
I do,” Foxx said. “I guarantee you I’m 
going to work a whole lot harder.”

Going into the show, Django Unchained 
had nominations in four categories, 
including for best picture, where it is 
competing with Flight, Beasts of the 
Southern Wild, Red Tails and Tyler Perry’s 
Good Deeds.The ceremony was held at the 
Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles and was 
hosted by Steve Harvey. It aired live on the 
East Coast on NBC.

In his opening, Harvey said it was fitting 

the awards were being celebrated on the 
first day of Black History Month and noted 
that 2013 was the 150th anniversary of 

the Emancipation Proclamation. He said 
that 2012 was an incredible year, in which 
“President Barack Obama rewrote history.” 

He praised the rise of Kerry Washington and 
Gabby Douglas, as well as Magic Johnson’s 
new ownership share in the L.A. Dodgers. 

 Image Award from Pg. 10

Mandela’s granddaughters have 
reality show

By Kimberly C. Roberts
COZI TV, which replaced NBC-Nonstop 

on digital channel 10.2 in Philadelphia 
last month, recently announced that 
“Being Mandela,” a new reality show 
starring Nelson and Winnie Mandela’s 
granddaughters, will premiere on February 
10 at 9 p.m.

This 30-minute weekly show exclusively 
on COZI TV will follow the next generation 
of this unique South African family through 
the experience of sisters Zaziwe Diamini-
Manaway and Swati Diamini, giving 
viewers a window into their daily lives, 
close-knit family and personal aspirations.

“We are excited to welcome Zaziwe 

and Swati to the COZI TV lineup,” said 
Meredith McGinn, vice president of Multi-
Station Local Programming for NBC 
Owned Television Stations. “Along with 
our iconic TV series and hit movies, we 
know that our original programming like 
“Being Mandela” will inspire viewers to 
try out COZI TV and keep them coming 
back for more.”

“This show is about us and our lives — 
both as individuals and a member of the 
Mandela family,” said Zaziwe Diamini-
Manaway and Swati Diamini. “It offers a 
window on how far we have come to 
re-establish our lives. We are excited to

Zaziwe Dlamini-Manaway and Swati Dlamini

See “Reality Showˮ on pg. 13
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Public family planning centers gearing up to accept insurance
Most women can expect to get 

contraceptives without paying out of pocket 
for them thanks to the federal Affordable 
Care Act.

Women who are young or those who are 
poor and rely on publicly funded family 
planning centers for reproductive health 
services are covered, too.

But there’s a catch. Many of the state 
and local health departments, community 
health centers, Planned Parenthood clinics 
and other family planning centers that 
serve these women don’t accept insurance, 
not even publicly funded insurance such as 
Medicaid. Not yet, anyway.

To take advantage of required insurance 
coverage of these benefits under the law, the 
centers will have to learn the ins and outs 
of contracting with insurers and beef up 
their computer systems pronto, according 
to a study by the Guttmacher Institute, a 
reproductive health organization.

“If your patient has insurance but you as a 
clinic don’t take insurance it’s not going to 
do you much good,” says Adam Sonfield, 
an analyst at the Guttmacher Institute who 
co-authored the study.

It won’t do patients much good either. 

Roughly a quarter of women who need 
birth control rely on publicly funded family 
planning centers.

In 2010, family planning centers reported 

that only 60 percent of their clients had 
public or private insurance, according to the 
Guttmacher report. Some women receive 
services through state or federal programs 

like the Title X family planning program, 
while others pay out of pocket, often on a 
sliding scale based on income.

Under the health care overhaul that will 
change drastically. Starting in 2014, most 
people will be required to have insurance 
or pay a penalty. Medicaid eligibility will 
expand in many states to people with 
incomes up to 138 percent of the federal 
poverty level and many other people will 
be eligible for subsidized coverage on 
state-based health insurance exchanges.

And the health law requires new plans or 
those that lose their grandfathered status 
to provide a range of preventive benefits, 
including birth control, without patient 
cost-sharing.

The Guttmacher study found that overall, 
only a third of family planning centers had 
contracts with private insurers in 2010. 
Forty percent had contracts with Medicaid 
health plans.

“For all family planning centers, becoming 
adept at working with health plans as a way 
to secure third-party reimbursement for 
insured clients will be necessary to thrive 
in the emerging health care marketplace,” 
the report concludes.

Women who walk at least three 
hours every week are less likely 
to suffer a stroke than women who 
walk less or not at all, according to 
new research. 

Past studies have also linked physical 
activity to fewer strokes, which can be 
caused by built-up plaque in arteries or 
ruptured blood vessels in the brain. 

While the current study cannot prove 
that regular walking caused fewer strokes 
to occur in the women who participated, 
it contributes to a small body of evidence 
for potential relationships between specific 
kinds of exercise and risk for specific 
diseases. 

Women who walked briskly for 210 
minutes or more per week had a lower 
stroke risk than inactive women but also 
lower than those who cycled and did other 
higher-intensity workouts for a shorter 
amount of time. 

In all, nearly 33,000 men and women 
answered a physical activity questionnaire 
given once in the mid-1990s as part of 

a larger European cancer project. For 
their study, Huerta and his team divided 
participants by gender, exercise type and 

total time spent exercising each week. 
The authors, who published their findings 

in the journal Stroke, checked in with 
participants periodically to record any 
strokes. During the 12-year follow-up 
period, a total of 442 strokes occurred 
among the men and women. 

The results for women who were regular 
walkers translated to a 43 percent reduction 
in stroke risk compared to the inactive 
group, Huerta said. 

There was no reduction seen for men 
based on exercise type or frequency, 
however. 

“I wouldn’t make much of the results 
because they are for a very specific 
population,” Dr. Wilson Cueva of the 
University of Chicago in Illinois said. 

Cueva, who was not involved with the 
research, pointed out that the study relied 
too heavily on subjective measurements, 
like the participants’ memory of exercise 
routines.

“There is no objective way to measure 
how much exercise they actually did,” he 

said.
Each year in the U.S., about 795,000 

people suffer a stroke, according to the 
American Heart Association. Put another 
way, one American has a stroke every 
40 seconds and dies from one every four 
minutes.

Despite a recent dip in strokes attributed 
to better blood pressure control and anti-
smoking campaigns, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) predicts that stroke 
cases will increase as the global population 
continues to grow older. 

Guidelines set by the WHO and U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
recommend at least 150 minutes - or two-
and-a-half hours - of moderate exercise 
such as brisk walking each week. 

Cueva urged health consumers to 
heed those guidelines for now. The 
way the s tudy was designed,  i t ’s 
difficult to draw any conclusions he 
said. But, “We know that exercise is 
related to reduced risk of stroke and 
other diseases.” 

Walking reduces the chance of strokes in women

Health plans are required to pay for contraceptives, but the clinics that are common sources of family 
planning services aren’t used to dealing with insurers.
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share our story and hopefully viewers will 
be able to appreciate how universal the 
human story is.”

According to the network, “Being Mandela” 
principally features the “engaging sisterly 
duo” of Zaziwe and Swati, who are the 
daughters of Zenani Mandela Diamini, 
Nelson and Winnie Mandela’s daughter, 
and Prince Thumbumuzi Diamini, Prince 
of Swaziland. Both women were born in South 
Africa, but spent much of their youth in exile 
in the United States while their grandfather 
was imprisoned. They returned to South 
Africa as teenagers upon their grandfather’s 
release from prison in 1991.

As sisters, daughters, granddaughters, 
mothers and businesswomen running their 
own clothing line called “Long Walk to 
Freedom,” their personal and professional 
lives are on full display throughout the 13-
episode season.

Highlights include their first ever visit to 
Robben Island off the coast of Cape Town, 
where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned for 
18 years. While there, the sisters see the 
jail cell where their grandfather lived, tour 
the limestone quarry where he worked, 
which caused him permanent eye and lung 
damage, and meet the former warden who 
remembers helping to smuggle Zaziwe 
into the prison as a new baby so Mandela 
could meet her.

While in Cape Town, the women also go 
shark cage diving with Great White Sharks, 
which leads to one frightening encounter. In 
addition, they venture to nearby Swaziland 
(one of the last absolute monarchies in the 
world, with a king that has multiple wives), 
where they are the nieces of the current 
king (granddaughters of the former, now 
deceased king) and thereby full-fledged 
African princesses.

One of the latest in an onslaught of 
networks featuring “classic programs,” 
COZI TV, which made its debut last 

month, offers vintage viewer favorites such 
as “Marcus Welby, M.D.,” “Six Million 

Dollar Man,” “Bionic Woman,” “Magnum 
PI” and “Charlie’s Angels.”

 Reality Show from Pg. 11

The 10 most important Supreme Court decisions in Black history 
Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857)
Decreed a slave was his master’s property 

and African Americans were not citizens; 
struck down the Missouri Compromise as 
unconstitutional.

Civil Rights Cases (1883)
A number of cases are addressed under 

this Supreme court decision. Decided 
that the Civil Rights Act of 1875 (the 
last federal civil rights legislation 
until the Civil Rights Act of 1957) was 
unconstitutional. Allowed private sector 
segregation.

Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)
The court stated that segregation was 

legal and constitutional as long as “facilities 
were equal”—the famous “separate but 
equal” segregation policy.

Powell v. Alabama (1932)
The Supreme Court overturned the 

“Scottsboro Boys’” convictions and guaranteed 
counsel in state and federal courts.

Shelley v. Kraemer (1948)
The justices ruled that a court may not 

constitutionally enforce a “restrictive 
covenant” which prevents people of certain 
race from owning or occupying property.

Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka 
(1954)

Reversed Plessy v. Ferguson “separate 
but equal” ruling. “[S]egregation [in public 
education] is a denial of the equal protection 

of the laws.”
Heart of Atlanta Motel, Inc. v. United 

States (1964)
This case challenged the constitutionality 

of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The court 
ruled that the motel had no right “to select its 
guests as it sees fit, free from governmental 
regulation.” 

Loving v. Virginia (1967) 

This decision ruled that the prohibition on 
interracial marriage was unconstitutional. 
Sixteen states that still banned interracial 
marriage at the time were forced to revise 
their laws.

Regents of the University of California 
v. Bakke (1978)

The decision stated that affirmative 
action was unfair if it lead to reverse 

discrimination. 
Grutter v. Bollinger (2003) 
The decision upheld affirmative action’s 

constitutionality in education, as long 
it employeed a “highly individualized, 
holistic review of each applicant’s file” 
and did not consider race as a factor in a 
“mechanical way.” 

The nine Scottsboro defendants with National Guardsmen outside of the Scottsboro jail, in 1931, the 
day after they were arrested. From left to right: Clarence Norris, Olen Montgomery, Andy Wright, Willie 
Roberson, Olin Powell, Eugene Williams, Charlie Weems, Roy Wright and Haywood Patterson. Mildred and Richard Loving speak with their 

American Civil Liberties Union lawyer in May 
1965.
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Virginia Commission for the 
Arts 

The Virginia Commission for the Arts 
will present a series of statewide application 
assistance workshops to be held in 
January and February.  Workshop locations 
include: Fredericksburg, Clifton Forge, 
Abingdon, Martinsville, Richmond, McLean 
and Newport News.   

VCA Program Coordinator Cathy Welborn 
and Arts in Education Coordinator Tiffany 
Glass Ferreira will provide an overview of 
grant programs, updates to the Guidelines 
for Funding, application and review 
procedures, as well as general tips on 
preparing competitive proposals in 
preparation for the March 1, and April 1, 
application deadlines.  

Workshops are free and open to the 
public; pre-registration is not required.  
Attendance is not required in order to 
apply for Commission funding; however, 
workshops can be helpful for first-time 
applicants preparing requests for General 
Operating Support Grants for Arts 
Organizations; Project Grants; Local 
Government Challenge Grants; Artists In 
Education Grants; Technical Assistance 
Grants; Touring Assistance for Presenters 
and applications for inclusion in the 
Performing Arts Tour Directory and the 
Artist Roster. 

Participants are encouraged to download the 
2013-2014 Online Guidelines for Funding 
as well as appropriate applications to bring 
to the workshop at www.arts.virginia.gov.
Persons requiring the services of an 
interpreter for the hearing impaired should 
contact the Commission office at least one 
week in advance of the workshop.

CNU professor
Newport News library patrons can learn 

about America’s music through a six-week 
program series featuring documentary film 
screenings and scholar-led discussions of 
20th-century American popular music. 
The Newport News Public Library System 
has been awarded a $2,500 grant to host 
the program series.

The library system will host the 
“America’s Music: A Film History of Our 
Popular Music from Blues to Bluegrass to 
Broadway” series in February, March and 
April at Main Street Library to enlighten 
audiences about uniquely American 
musical genres including blues and 
gospel, Broadway, jazz, bluegrass and 
country, rock n’ roll, mambo and hip 
hop. The program series will be free and 
open to the public.

The Newport News Public Library 
System is one of 50 sites nationwide 
selected to host this program series and 
one of only two in Virginia.

Centuries of Art

COMMUNITY LINE

Children from birth through first grade 
can build their confidence in reading by 
participating in the 2013 Winter Reading 
Program: Snuggle with a Book, Feb. 
21 - March 3 at all Newport News Public 
Libraries. Parents and other caregivers can 
pick up reading materials, handouts 
and more to assist in children’s reading 
development. Spanish language materials are 
available. Call any Newport News Public 
Library for more information.

Blind Date With A Book
Youth ages 10-18 can get set up on a 

blind date during the month of February at 
Grissom Library. Books wrapped in plain 
paper can be checked out without knowing 
what they are. Youth then fill out a “Rate 
your Date” slip found inside each book. 
Each slip returned will be entered into a 
raffle for chocolates and a gift card. 

For more information, call Grissom 
Library at 757-369-3190.
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Library series on America’s 
Music

Free and open to the public, the series 
“America’s Music: A Film History of Our 
Popular Music from Blues to Bluegrass 
to Broadway” will be presented by the Newport 
News Public Library System with funding from 
the Friends of the Newport News Public 
Library, the Library’s Herbert H. Neisser 
Fund and a grant from the Tribeca 
Film Institute in collaboration with the 
American Library Association, Tribeca 
Flashpoint, and the Society for American 
Music. “America’s Music” has been made 
possible by a major grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities: Exploring 
the Human Endeavor.

 The Newport News Public Library System 
is one of 50 sites nationwide selected to 
host this program series and one of only 
two in Virginia.

 “America’s Music” at Main Street Library
Each session is 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Main 

Street Library and includes film clips, 
discussion led by Kelly Rossum, assistant 
professor of trumpet and director of jazz 
studies at Christopher Newport University, and 
a musical performance. The film screening 
and discussion are 6:30-7:30, and 
the performance is 7:30-8:30 p.m. No 
registration is required.

 • March 12: Swing Jazz featuring Ken 
Burns’ Jazz (2001) and “International 
Sweethearts of Rhythm” (1986) and live 
performance by the Jae Sinnett Trio

• March 26: Bluegrass and Country 
Music featuring “High Lonesome: The 
Story of Bluegrass” (1994) and live 
performance by the Kountry Kickers 
Clogging Team

• April 2: Rock featuring “The History of 
Rock n’ Roll: Episode 6” (1995) and live 
performance by the U.S. Army Training 
and Doctrine Command Band

• April 23: From Mambo to Hip Hop 
featuring “From Mambo to Hip Hop: A 
South Bronx Tale” (2006) and “Latin 
Music, USA: Episode One” (2009) and 
live performance by the Latin Jazz 
Conspiracy

Free Income Tax Service
Free Income Tax Service.  9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

every Saturday, and 10 a.m. - 1 p..m. 
every Tuesday, until April 16.  The 
IRS Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) Team at Bethel AME Church, 94 
West Lincoln St. Hampton, will provide 
Free IRS and State Tax Return Preparations for 
low-to-moderate income taxpayers.  No 
appointments; first come, first served. 
Information: John Pace, 851-1707 or e-mail 
pacer421@aol.com.

he 411 on the Cradle 
to Prison Pipeline

The forum was moderated by Ms. Travers 
and panelists included, The Honorable Robert 
C. Scott, 3rd Congressional District 
Congressman, who dealt with Fair Sentencing 
Laws and other ways and means to change 
this deplorable condition.  Dr. Shawn Utsey, 
Chair of the African Studies Department 
and Assistant Professor of Psychology at 
VCU, addressed the psychological impact 
of enslavement, segregation, Jim Crow, 
terrorism, lynching, convict leasing and 
mass incarceration on the African 
population in America.  King Salim Khalfani, 
Executive Director of the Virginia State 
Conference NAACP addressed Assembly 
Line Injustice, which is the process in the 
criminal injustice system whereby judges 
appoint attorneys that overwhelmingly 
convince their clients to take guilty pleas.  
We are researching along with the VA 
Indigent Defense Commission data on this 
phenomena.  

Over 35-members of the audience 
addressed issues and asked questions of 
the panelists.  There was unanimous consent 
that African Americans suffer from the 
worst health, have less health insurance, 
have higher mortality rates, are the last 
hired and first fired, suffer from higher 
unemployment, have higher rates of 
mental health issues, receive less contracts in 
business from the federal, state and 
local governments, have higher infant 
mortality rates and are the most incarcerated 
people in America and it is by design.  On 
Saturday, February 23, 2013 at 12-noon, 
at a place to be determined, we will reconvene to 
develop solutions to this systemic evil that 
is being imposed on African Americans.  
Over 90-persons signed up to participate 
in the follow up session. 

SEVA-CAI’s 27th Annual 
Educational Expo and Trade Show

Virginia Beach, VA ¾ The Southeastern 
Virginia Chapter of the Community 
Associations Institute is holding its 27th 
Annual Trade Show & Education Expo 
(CA DAY 2013) for community associations 
on Saturday, March 9, 2013 at the 
Virginia Beach Convention Center in 
Virginia Beach.  CA DAY 2013 is an 
excellent opportunity for community 
association board members, homeowners, 
association managers and real estate 
professionals to obtain information 
and education specifically designed for the 
special needs and interests of community 
association living.  CA DAY 2013 is an 
entire day of educational seminars, taught by 
qualified professionals in the community 
association industry. 

CA DAY is from 7:30am until 3:30pm 
with registration beginning at 7:30 am.
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Documentary: The story of Angela Davis
Codeblack Films, a Lionsgate company, 

has acquired the theatrical rights to the 
political-crime-drama documentary about 
social activism icon Angela Davis.

Hailed by the 2012 Toronto International 
Film Festival as “a fascinating chronicle of 
justice and strength,” Free Angela tells the 
dramatic story of how a young professor’s 
social justice activism implicates her in 
a botched kidnapping attempt that ends 
with a bloody shootout, four dead and her 
name on the FBI’s 10 most wanted list.

In this historical vérité style documentary, 
marking the 40th anniversary of her 
acquittal on charges of murder, kidnapping, 
and conspiracy, Davis recounts the politics 
and actions that branded her a terrorist 
and simultaneously spurred a worldwide 
movement for her freedom as a political 
prisoner. At its core, the story wrestles 
with the meaning of political freedom in a 
democracy negotiated between the people 

and its government. Strong, attractive, 
and engaging, Davis is one such person 
who became a symbol at the center of this 
still relevant power struggle.

“We knew that this film was important 
and would not only shed a spotlight on history, 
but provide a flashlight for our future” 
said Jeff Clanagan, CEO of Codeblack 
Enterprises. “Angela Davis is a staple in 
history and continues to cross generational 
and cultural lines in her plight to fight for 
the freedom of all people.”

Four decades after the trial that ignited 
an international cry for “power to the 
people,” Davis is celebrated as a political 
icon and one of the world’s greatest voices 
of social freedom. Written and directed 
by Harlem filmmaker Shola Lynch, the 
documentary introduces the world to the 
woman behind the legacy through Davis’ 
own personal account of the circumstances 
surrounding her imprisonment.

American and US Airways announce $11 billion merger
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American Airlines and US Airways have 
agreed to merge in an $11 billion deal that 
would create the world’s biggest airline.

The combined carrier will be called 
American Airlines and be based in Fort 
Worth, but US Airways CEO Doug Parker 
will run it.

The merger would reduce the number 
of major U.S. airlines to four: the new 
American, United, Delta and Southwest.

The deal is a coup for smaller US Airways 
Group Inc., which pushed for a merger 
almost as soon as American parent AMR 
Corp. filed for bankruptcy protection in 
November 2011.

While Parker runs the company, AMR 
CEO Tom Horton will serve as chairman 
until its first shareholder meeting, likely in 
mid-2014.

The boards of both companies approved 
the deal Wednesday. The companies 
announced it early Thursday and expect it 
to close in the third quarter of this year.

“The combined airline will have the scale, 
breadth and capabilities to compete more 
effectively and profitably in the global 
marketplace,” Parker said in a statement. 
“Our combined network will provide a 
significantly more attractive offering to 
customers, ensuring that we are always 
able to take them where they want to go.”

AMR creditors will own 72 percent of the 
new company, with the remaining 28 percent 
will going to US Airways shareholders. The 
creditors’ portion includes a 23.6 percent 
share for American employees and unions, 
plus a small stake for existing shareholders 
of American’s parent AMR Corp.

The airlines said they expect $1 billion 
in combined benefits from the merger. 
They expect the bigger airline to lure 
corporate travelers away from competitors, 
contributing to $900 million in additional 
revenue. They also anticipate cost savings 
of roughly $150 million.

They also said they expect to spend $1.2 

billion on transition costs over the next 
three years.

Travelers on American and US Airways 
won’t notice immediate changes. It likely 
will be months before the frequent-flier 
programs are combined and years before 
the two airlines are fully integrated.

The companies had negotiated since 
August, when creditors pushed AMR to 
conduct merger talks so they could decide 
which earned them a better return: a merger 
or an independent American.

The deal would need approval by AMR’s 
bankruptcy judge and antitrust regulators, 
who have permitted three other big airline 
mergers to go ahead since 2008.

The rapid consolidation has allowed 
the surviving airlines to offer bigger 
route networks that appeal to high-paying 
business travelers. And it has allowed them 
to limit the supply of seats, which helps 
prop up fares and airline profits.

The new American would have more than 

900 planes, 3,200 daily flights and about 
95,000 employees, not counting regional 
affiliates. It will be slightly bigger than 
United Airlines by passenger traffic, not 
counting regional affiliate airlines.

The new airline will keep all of American’s 
and US Airways’ hubs.

The companies said the new board of 
directors will have 12 members: Three 
from American, including Horton; four 
from US Airways, including Parker; and 
five appointed by American’s creditors.

AMR shareholders are poised to get a 
3.5 percent stake in the new airline, the 
companies said. That’s unusual because 
equity holders typically get wiped out in a 
Chapter 11 proceeding.

The companies said it’s too soon to know 
where the new airline’s operations center, 
reservations, flight training, maintenance 
and crew bases will be.

Shares of US Airways rose 17 cents, or 1.2 
percent, to $14.66 in premarket trading.

Angela Davis tackles misconceptions
By Rebecca Nuttall

As a former leader of the Communist 
Party USA who was tied to the Black 
Panther Party during the 1960s Civil Rights 
Movement, 69-year-old political activist, 
scholar and author Angela Davis has been 
one of the African American community’s 
most militant voices throughout history. 
Labeled by President Richard Nixon as 
a “dangerous terrorist,” Davis was once 
charged with aggravated kidnapping and 

first-degree murder, and spent 18 months in 
prison before being acquitted in 1972.

Today, Davis serves as a distinguished 
professor emerita at the University of 
California at Santa Cruz, but still finds time 
to be active in the prison abolishment and 
Occupy movements, in between lecturing at 
colleges and universities around the country. 
On Jan. 24, she visited the University of 
Pittsburgh for the Black Action Society’s 
Martin Luther King Jr. Lecture.

“This has been a very unique Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day period because it 
coincided with the second inauguration of 
the first African American president,” Davis 
said referring to President Barack Obama. 
“While we celebrate the historic occasion 
of Obama’s second term, it’s important to 
reflect on the conditions that led to it.”

Davis was tasked with providing the 
students and community attendees in the 
Alumni Hall auditorium with little known 
facts about King and the Civil Rights 
Movement. She responded by probing 
King’s legacy, how his beliefs are often 
misrepresented and other misconceptions 
throughout African American history.

“As we observe Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, we are actually paying tribute to the 
millions of people who joined the struggle 

for freedom,” Davis said. “Martin Luther 
King Jr. could not have emerged as the 
powerful figure had it not been for ordinary 
people.”

In light of the 150th anniversary of the 
Emancipation Proclamation, Davis revealed 
the truth behind the document signed by 
President Abraham Lincoln, not delved into 
in high school history classes. While the 
document is touted as the end of slavery, 
Davis said it was used to bolster troop 
numbers in the Civil War by encouraging 
Blacks in Confederate states to join Union 
Army forces.

“I think we should be celebrating it, but 
critically celebrating it, understanding that it 
was a military strategy,” Davis said. “We often 
act as if the Emancipation Proclamation

Angela Davis addresses the audience at the University of Pittsburgh. (Photos by J.L. Martello)

See “Misconceptionsˮ on pg. 17
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Bernette Johnson sworn in as La’s first Black chief justice
NNPA—Bernette Johnson was sworn 

in Friday as the first black chief justice of 
the Louisiana Supreme Court, less than 
four months after her colleagues resolved 
a dispute over whether she was entitled to 
the position.

Johnson took  the  oa th  of  off ice 
during a brief ceremony a day after her 
predecessor, Catherine “Kitty” Kimball, 
formally retired. A public ceremony 
marking her investiture is scheduled for 
February 28 on the courthouse steps in 
the French Quarter.

“After serving for 10 years as a district 
trial judge, and then as an associate justice of 
the Supreme Court, I feel well-prepared for 
the tasks ahead as the chief administrative 
officer of the judicial system of the state,” 
Johnson said in a statement. “I am ready to 

serve, and excited about the challenges of 
this new position.”

Johnson filed a federal lawsuit in July 
2012 after her colleagues said they 
would debate whether she or Justice 
Jeffrey Victory, who is white, had the 
seniority that entitled them to succeed 
Kimball.

U.S. District Judge Susie Morgan ruled 
in September that Johnson had more 
seniority, but stopped short of ordering the 
state’s highest court to name Johnson as 
Kim?ball’s successor.

The Louisiana Supreme Court ended the 
racially tinged power struggle in October, 
ruling that Johnson’s years of appointed 
service count when deciding which justice 
is “oldest in point of service” under the 
state constitution.

Voters elected Johnson in 1994 to 
the state appeals court, and she was 
assigned to the Supreme Court as part 
of settlement of an earlier lawsuit that 
claimed the system for electing justices 
diluted black voting strength and 
violated the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
She served an eighth Supreme Court 
district centered in New Orleans until 
the court reverted back to seven districts 
in 2000, when she was elected to the high 
court.

Victory joined the court in 1995, a 
year after Johnson, but said her years of 
appointed service shouldn’t count.

Johnson, Victory and a third judge who 
stood to be second-in-line if Victory’s 
argument prevailed were recused from 
debating the matter.

Serena Williams spent most of the past 
week downplaying the prospect of returning 
to the top of the rankings. Then it happened 
and she couldn’t hold back the tears.

The 15-time Grand Slam winner will 
replace top-ranked Victoria Azarenka in 
next week’s rankings after coming from a set 
down to beat former Wimbledon champion 
Petra Kvitova 3-6, 6-3, 7-5 on Friday in the 
quarterfinals of the Qatar Open.

It marks the end of an emotional two-and-
half year journey for Williams marked by a 
string of injuries and doubts about whether 
she could dominate the women’s game 
again. After clinching the victory with an 
ace, Williams held up one finger and wiped 
away tears as she addressed the cheering 
crowd.

“I never thought I would be here again,” 
she said. “Oh, my gosh, I’ve been through 
so much. I never thought I would be here.”

Williams, 31, is the oldest player to attain 
the top spot, breaking the mark previously 
held by Chris Evert, who was No. 1 in 1985 
just shy of her 31st birthday.

Regaining the top spot was not a priority 
two years ago for Williams. Simply 
returning to the court was a challenge.

Shortly after winning Wimbledon in 
2010, she cut her feet on broken glass while 
on her way out of a restaurant in Germany. 
That led to two operations on her right foot. 
Later, she had clots in her lungs and needed 

to inject herself with a blood thinner. Those 
shots led to a pool of blood gathering 
under her stomach’s skin, requiring another 
hospital procedure.

Williams lost the top spot to Caroline 
Wozniacki in 2010 and tumbled down the 
rankings. But she made a comeback worthy 
of a No. 1 in 2012, winning Wimbledon, 
the Olympic gold medal, the U.S. Open and 
the season-ending WTA championships. 
She lost only one match in 2012 after her 
first-round exit at the French Open.

“There were often times that I never 
thought I’d play again. Then I thought I’d 
never be able to win tournaments or Grand 
Slams,” Williams said. “No. 1 was so far 
off. It was always a dream, but I was No. 
1 when tragedy struck, and it was just an 
awful thing to happen. So I’m happy that 
I’m back.”

Among those to pay tribute to Williams 
again becoming No. 1 was Maria Sharapova, 
the American’s next opponent, who said it 
proved the staying power of the game’s 
older players.

“It just shows you how the generations 
have shifted a bit,” Sharapova said. 
“Maybe five, 10 years ago you saw a lot of 
the younger players achieving much more 
success and winning Grand Slams. And 
now you see Li Na and Serena doing so 
well … It just shows you how if you stay 
healthy and you’re able to keep working 

hard, the things that you’re able to achieve 
in tennis at that age.”

Kvitova, who has never beaten Williams, 
called her a deserving No. 1.

“She played so well last season. She won 
almost everything,” she said. “That just 
took some time to be No. 1 for her and she 
is right now, and she deserves it.”

It wasn’t a dominating performance 
Friday. Erratic at times and appearing 
to favor a right ankle she injured at the 
Australian Open, Williams committed 31 
unforced errors and hit eight double-faults.

She also struggled early on with the 
Czech’s serve and forehand in the first set. 
But her own serve saved her, especially in 
the second set when she went on to win 
13 of the final 14 points, pumping her fist 

several times and screaming — the first 
signs of emotion to be seen from her thus 
far in the tournament.

Down 4-1 in the deciding set, Williams 
broke Kvitova when she double-faulted to 
make it 4-3. Though it seemed the match 
would go to a tiebreaker, Williams broke 
with a wicked crosscourt backhand to 
make is 6-5 and won it with one of her 14 
aces.

“I stuck in there, and I just never gave up. 
I always felt like if I can just keep fighting 
and I can just try to do it,” Williams said. 
“I definitely did not play great. With that 
being said, Petra played unbelievable, and 
she was just hitting shots I had no chance to 
get; I don’t think anyone on this tour could 
have gotten.”

Serena Williams is back on top
Bernette Johnson

Serena Williams
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Jesse Jackson wants President Obama to come to Chicago
By Dr. Boyce Watkins

Since the shooting death of 15-year old 
honor student Hadiya Pendleton, millions 
of black and brown eyeballs have turned 
toward the White House, wondering if 
there is a racial disparity between our 
beloved president’s reaction to the deaths of 
white vs. black children.  Millions saw the 
president cry in front of the press after the 
tragedy involving the kids in Sandy Hook, 
but have watched him respond coldly to 
the slaughter of over 500 black children on 
the south side of Chicago.   If those kids in 
Connecticut had been black, I dare say that 
the whole gun control conversation never 
would have happened.

Rev. Jesse Jackson of Rainbow/Push 
and other ministers are now calling for 
President Obama to come to Chicago 
to speak on gun violence in the 
same way he went to Colorado and 
Connecticut.   Rev. Jackson recently made this 
statement:

“Chicago is in a state of emergency. 
Lives are being lost. Fear is growing. Local 
officials, ministers and community activists 
are working diligently but cannot break the 
cycle. We’re seeing more than one funeral 
a day. Our children are traumatized. Many 
are afraid to go to school.

In this crisis, we need the president’s 
leadership. President Obama can provide 
the knowledge, vision and inspiration to 
bring us together to address the crisis. 
He can speak to the children to calm their 
fears.”

“We are making this call collectively that 
the president bring the weight of his bully 
pulpit and bring resources,” T. Lane Grant, 
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition, said.

“We have a modern-day Sandy Hook 
every day in Chicago. We didn’t have 20 
kids killed in one place. But we had 26 kids 
shot at Harper School alone,” Bishop James 
Dukes, Helping Hands of Englewood, 
said.

Pendleton’s death struck a cord with 

many because they can’t find a way to 
explain away her murder:  She wasn’t a 
gang banger, she wasn’t “running with the 
wrong crowd,” and she wasn’t hanging 
on the corner in the middle of the night 
(black kids are rarely considered innocent 
victims, for they are not allowed to make 
mistakes).  Hadiya was just a good student, 
waiting with her band mates for her mother 
to pick her up.  You see, people (even 
black ones) have a way of concluding that 
when a black child dies, it’s somehow his/
her fault.  This is how many of us become 
convinced that black kids deserve the 
violence around them, thus giving our 
leaders a reason to pay more attention to 
dead white kids.

The “blame the black child” racism is 
sickening, and what’s saddest is that it 
usually comes from black people seeking 
to excuse Obama from performing his 
presidential duty.  

 “The area of Roseland and Englewood 
is where he was an organizer, so it would 
be so meaningful. So we reach out to him 

not as a political challenge, but as a moral 
appeal,” the Rev. Jesse Jackson said.

Even a request presented as humbly as 
the one stated by Jackson is likely to be met 
by vitriol from those who would rather talk 
about how much they dislike Jesse Jackson 
than to speak up for the poor little girl who 
died.   

Suddenly, some of us have decided that 
we don’t need Rev. Jackson’s voice any 
longer, and have gladly traded it in for a 
voiceless man in Washington who doesn’t 
even care to say a peep about nearly 
depression-era black unemployment or a 
documented discriminatory effort by the 
prison industrial complex so astonishing 
that it has ruined most black women’s 
chances to find a suitable husband.  

President Obama, who earned the 
extraordinary distinction of being the first 
bi-racial president in American history, is 
at risk of having his legacy in black history 
tossed into the trash.   

Even more interesting is that I don’t think 
he really cares.  The black community, 

who supported Obama more than any 
other group, has sat to the side and quietly 
allowed the White House to put every 
group in the front of the line except for 
us.  

 I’ve openly questioned whether a bi-
racial man raised in Hawaii by white 
people can truly connect to many parts 
of the black experience.  As much as 
we hate to admit it,  Obama may have 
cried for the white kids because he 
was once a white kid himself.  Obama 
was never a poor black boy on the south 
side of Chicago.

I respond to the critics by saying that 
anyone who will let black children die in 
the midst of an unnecessary mandate for 
silence is not a friend to African American 
advancement.   Those who refuse to speak 
up for Hadiya  Pendleton might as well 
have put the bullet into that little girl’s 
back themselves, since countless deaths of 
children living today can be avoided if the 
president takes decisive action.  

In spite of what we have been led to 
believe, black children are people too, 
and those who care must strike the 
fear of God into those who dare act 
as though the suffering of our children is 
irrelevant.

It’s time for black people to show the 
self-respect that the Obama Administration 
believes we do not possess.   If the Obama 
Administration’s treatment of black 
Americans does not match that which is 
provided for other constituencies, then one 
can only conclude that his presidency has 
been a disaster for the black community.   
When even the NAACP president (long a 
strong ally of President Obama) says that 
African Americans are far worse off under 
this president, we can see that the cat of 
racism has been let out of the bag.  

Racism is most sinister and destructive 
when it has a black face.  I challenge 
anyone to present evidence to the contrary.

It’s time to open our eyes.
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freed slaves, but it was only slaves 
in states that had seceded from the 
union.”

Following her remarks, many in the 
audience questioned Davis on how to 

advocate for change in the areas of racial 
equality, capitalism, poverty, the prison 
industrial complex, gun control, torture, and 
more. While both the audience and Davis 
criticized President Obama’s inaction on 
these issues, she said the public should take 
the lead in demonstrating for the changes 
they want to see.

“What was most important about the 
election of Obama was the people. I’m 
totally opposed to many of the policies and 
Obama’s failure to act, but I still want 
to support him,” Davis said. “We need 
to organize the kinds of demonstrations 
that let him know that we do not 
agree with his failure to address issues 

of race.”
For her part, Davis continues to take 

part in demonstrations on the issues 
most important to her, particularly prison 
abolishment. Two days after her lecture at 
Pitt, on Jan. 26, her birthday, Davis was 
involved in protests at two of the largest 
women’s prisons in the country.
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The VOICE flashes back to: Blazing Saddles
Blazing Saddles is a 1974 satirical 

Western comedy film written and directed 
by Mel Brooks. The film satirizes the racism 
obscured by myth-making Hollywood 
accounts of the American West, with the 
hero being a black sheriff in an all-white 
town. 

In the American Old West of 1874, 
construction on a new railroad runs into 
quicksand. The route has to be changed, 
which will require it to go through Rock 
Ridge, a frontier town where everyone has 
the last name of “Johnson”. The conniving 
State Attorney General wants to buy the 
land along the new railroad route cheaply 
by driving out the townspeople. He sends 
a gang of thugs to scare them away, 
prompting the townsfolk to demand the 
governor appoint a new sheriff. 

The Attorney General persuades the 
selection of a black railroad worker who 
was about to be hanged. The attorney 
general believes a black lawman will so 
offend the townspeople that they will either 
abandon Rock Ridge or lynch the new 
sheriff, with either result paving the way 

for him to take over the town.
With his quick wits and the assistance of 

a drunken gunslinger known as “The Waco 
Kid” the new sheriff works to overcome the 
townsfolk’s hostile reception. He defeats 

and befriends an immensely strong, slow-
thinking but surprisingly philosophical 
henchman and then beats German seductress-
for-hire at her own game. 

The film grossed $119.5 million in the 

box office becoming only the tenth film in 
history up to that point to pass the $100 
million mark.

The film received three other Academy 
Awards nominations in 1974: Best Actress in 
a Supporting Role, Best Film Editing, and 
Best Music, Original Song. The film also 
earned two BAFTA awards nominations, 
for Best Newcomer and Best Screenplay.

The film won the Writers Guild of 
America Award for “Best Comedy Written 
Directly for the Screen” for writers Mel 
Brooks, Norman Steinberg, Andrew Bergman, 
Richard Pryor, and Alan Uger.

In 2006, Blazing Saddles was deemed 
“culturally, historically, or aesthetically 
significant” by the Library of Congress 
and was selected for preservation in the 
National Film Registry.

A television pilot was produced for CBS 
based on Andrew Bergman’s initial story, 
titled Black Bart, which was the original 
title of the film. The pilot did not sell, but 
CBS aired it once on April 4, 1975. It was 
later included as a bonus feature on the 
Blazing Saddles 30th Anniversary DVD.
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